INTRODUCTION

A people is judged by its leader.

HEINRICH VON TREITSCHKE.

IT is not Germany as,she is known to the West that Eastern Europe
has had to face for the past ten centuries. To Western Europe, until
the middle of the nineteenth century, Germany was merely an
agglomeration of small States competing among themselves and free
from any imperialistic tendencies; moreover, it was the country of
Diirer, Goethe, Lessing, Herder, Kant, Schiller and Beethoven.

The eastern face of Germany was entirely different. From the
beginning of the ninth century, when, under the pressure of Charle-
magne, German expansion was stimulated to move eastward, the
Eastern Germans were always in conflict with the Slavs, a race weaker
than themselves and poorly organised, and began to carve their way
with fire and sword towards a new Lebensraum. Within a few
centuries they had conquered the great expanse of land between the
Elbe and the Oder, the cradle of Eastern Germany, and the Slavonic
population of that area was reduced to a mere handful, submerged
under the German masses. Very few Western Europeans have any
idea that the districts where Berlin, Dresden, Leipzig and Liibeck
now stand were at one time populated entirely by Slavs. The Ger-
mans, however, are fully aware of that fact, and German writers
frequently'mention the conquest of the territory between the Elbe
and the Oder in order to strengthen the confidence of modern Germans
in the possibility of further ruthless conquests of new Lebensraum^
which for the vanquished would be tantamount to Todesraum.

After absorbing the territories which to-day constitute Brandenburg
and Mecklenburg, and also part of Saxony and Austria, the Eastern
Germans came to the conclusion that the surest and quickest method
of extending their empire was brute-force. Thus the mystic cult of
force began to take possession of the German mind, and in the course
of time its compelling power almost eliminated all other conceptions of
social ethics in German thought. In the name of force the Slavs were
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